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It is no easy job to get a PEC, but 
two Captains managed to get their 
certificates at record speed with great 
help from other Officers. This is a great 
example of  how “Officers on the move” 
and a utilisation of sailing plan options 
made it possible to help colleagues to 
get their PEC.

It all started when SC Astrea was moved 
from wind-turbine operations to the 
North Sea liner service for Sea-Cargo. 
As none of her Captains had a PEC, the 
vessel had to subscribe to the Pilot 
service from the Norwegian Coastal 
Administration. The pilots provide a good 
service, but the costs are significant and 
use of pilots can decrease speed and 
disturb a tight timetable.

According to regulations, it does not 
help if the first or second officer has 
the relevant PEC if the Captain on board 
does not. However, where there is will, 
there is a way. Alf-Rune Jensen in Sea-
Cargo and Piotr Masny in Seatrans Ship 
Management explain:

“We got the officers involved and made 
up a plan together. The two Captains on 

Astrea, Odd Terje Ræstad and Zbigniew 
Stypula, the Chief Officer Remigiousz 
(Remi) Rumian, Chief Officer Michal 
Kwolczak and 2nd Officer Wojciech 
Brenja all agreed to help out and allow 
the Captains the necessary amount of 
time sailing in the waters from Tananger 
to Bergen, ten return trips for each. 
The Norwegian coast is divided into a 
number of distances that require either 
a pilot or Captains on the bridge with 
a PEC.”

What actually happened 
was this:

•	 Remi Rumian on SC Ahtela was ready 
for promotion to be Captain. Remi 
Rumian had the necessary PECs and 
took on the responsibility to train the 
two Captains, Odd Terje Ræstad and 
Zbigniew Stypula together with Chief 
Officer Piotr Skrzecz sailing on SC Astrea.  
In addition, he trained the crew on 
Astrea in the new Liner Trade.	

•	 Chief Officer Michal Kwolczak moved 
from SC Trans Carrier to replace Remi 
Rumian on SC Ahtela.

•	 2nd Officer Wojciech Bejna on SC 
Connector was also ready for promotion 
to Chief Officer and took this new 
position on Trans Carrier to replace 
Michal Kwolczak.

•	 By moving from one vessel to the 
other, Remi Rumian could help both 
the two Captains and Chief Officer Piotr 
Skrzecz who already had a PEC but 
needed to get PEC Class 1.

•	 Piotr Skrzecz had his PEC licence from 
the “old” regulations and got his class 1 
PEC automatically. This was discovered 
after Piotr Skrzecz has successfully 
passed his exam, sailing through 
Vatlestraumen, south of Bergen.

A Pilot Exemption Certificate (PEC) is required for 
Captains on vessels trafficking the Norwegian coast. 
However, other officers on the bridge need to have a 
PEC too if the vessel intends to sail into local waters 
without a pilot on board. If the Captain does not have 
a PEC, the vessel has to use a pilot, even if other 
Officers on board have the required PEC. 

New  

PEC 
record

Captain and his mentor:
Terje Ræstad (left) got his PEC 
in record speed, thanks to Remi 
Rumian as mentor along the 
Norwegian coast.
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The amazing fact is that this was done 
in four months. I think this is a new 
record and it shows what creativity 
and good will mean when it comes to 
development and efforts to save money 
for the company,” says Piotr Masny. 
“What was it like to teach well-
experienced Captains – one of them 
even from Norway – about how to 
manoeuvre in Norwegian waters?” we 
asked Remi Rumian.

“It was a good experience and a great 
opportunity to spread knowledge 
to good colleagues,” Remi Rumian 
replies. He got his PEC seven to eight 

years ago when he was sailing for 
another company. In addition, the 
well-experienced Captain Ræstad 
enjoyed the ride. “I have sailed along the 
Norwegian West coast many times and 
many years ago, and I still remember the 
areas where navigation can be critical. 
However, the coast changes over the 
years and it was good to get this chance 
to refresh my memory and update my 
knowledge.”

“What do you think about 
being educated by a younger 
Captain than yourself?”

“Age and rank do not matter. What 
count are competencies and skills. 
What I really see as important is the 
ability to communicate well and clearly 
in English. Sailing in critical waters, you 
have to express yourself to other vessels 
and port authorities without room for 
misunderstanding. Language is just as 
important as knowledge about tide 
water and maelstroms,” says Ræstad. 
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Bergen is one of more than 20 cities around the North Sea and Baltic Sea witha Hanseatic heritage. On June 9th 
the Hanseatic Days opened in Bergen to celebrate and nourish this common history and peaceful relationship. 
The Hanseatic trade was one of the reasons for why the shipping business developed – as in Bergen, which still 
is a leading shipping city internationally. The Hanseatic trade in Bergen was based on stockfish (dried cod) that 
was transported in smaller vessels from North of Norway to Bergen and later reloaded to larger vessels heading 
towards cities on the Continent. At the Hanseatic Days, we welcomed a delegation from Gdansk among many 
others. Moreover, the kids certainly favoured the occasion to dance and pose.  

HANSEATIC DAYS
in Bergen
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